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                           Class of 2017 - Group 1: English (Language A) 

The IB Diploma Programme language A: literature course develops understanding of the techniques involved in literary criticism and promotes the 
ability to form independent literary judgments. In language A: literature, the formal analysis of texts and wide coverage of a variety of literature—both 
in the language of the subject and in translated texts from  their cultural domains—are combined with a study of the way literary conventions shape 
responses to texts. Students completing this course will have a thorough knowledge of a range of texts and an understanding of other cultural   
perspectives. They will also have developed skills of analysis and the ability to support an argument in clearly expressed writing, sometimes at 
significant length. This course will enable them to succeed in a wide range of university courses, particularly in literature but also in subjects such as 
philosophy, law and language. 
 
 

Assessment Outline 
 

Year Date Assessment Component Description Weighting 

Junior January 2016 Written Assignment 
Students submit a reflective statement and literary essay on one 
work studied in part 1. 

25% 

Junior May 2016 
Individual Oral 
Presentation 

The presentation is based on works studied in part 4. It is internally 
assessed and externally moderated through the part 2 internal 
assessment task. 

15% 

Senior January 2017 
Individual Oral 
Commentary 

Formal oral commentary on poetry studied in part 2 with 
subsequent questions followed by a discussion based on one of the 
other part 2 works 

15% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 1 
The literary commentary consists of two passages: one prose and 
one poetry. Students choose one and write a literary commentary. 

20% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 2  
The essay consists of three questions for each literary genre. In 
response to one question students write an essay based on at least 
two works studied in part 3. 

25% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Class of 2017 - Group 2: Foreign Languages (Language B)  

The IB Diploma Programme language B course provides students with the opportunity to acquire or develop an additional language and to promote an 
understanding of other cultures through the study of language. The course allows students to access the target language by studying it as a beginner or 
as someone with prior experience of the language. Language B is designed for students who possess a degree of knowledge and experience in the 
target language. Those learning a language B at higher level or standard level should be able to follow university courses in other disciplines in the 
target language   that is being studied. 
 

Assessment Outline 
 

Year Date Assessment Component Description Weighting 

Senior 1st Semester  Interactive Oral Activity Three classroom activities assessed by the teacher. 10% 

Senior 
November – 
January 2017 

Written Assignment 
The Written Assignment is a creative writing exercise of plus a 
rationale, based on one or both of the literary texts read. 20% 

Senior March 2017 Individual Oral  
Based on the options: a preparation time and a 
presentation/discussion with the teacher. 20% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 1 
Text-handling exercises on five written texts, based on the 
core. 25% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 2  
Two compulsory writing exercises. In Section A: One task is 
selected from a choice of five. In Section B: students respond 
to a stimulus text. 

25% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Class of 2017 - Group 3: History of the Americas & 20th Century Topics  

The IB Diploma Programme history courses aim to promote an understanding of history as a discipline, including the nature and diversity of sources, 
methods and interpretations. Students are encouraged to comprehend the present by reflecting critically on the past. They are further expected to 
understand historical developments at national, regional and international levels and learn about their own historical identity through the study of the 
historical experiences of different cultures. In addition, the course is designed to: 1) encourage the systematic and critical study of human 2) experience 
and behavior; physical, economic and social environments; and the history and development of social and cultural institutions 3) develop the capacity 
to identify, analyze critically and evaluate theories, concepts and arguments about the nature and activities of the individual and society  4) enable 
students to collect, describe and analyze data used in studies of society; test hypotheses; and interpret complex data and source material 5) promote 
an appreciation of the way learning is relevant to both the culture in which the student lives and the culture of other societies 6) develop an awareness 
that human attitudes and beliefs are widely diverse and that the study of society requires an appreciation of such diversity 7) enable the student to 
recognize that the content and methodologies of the subjects in group 3 are contestable and that their study requires the toleration of uncertainty. 
 
 

Assessment Outline 
 
 

Year Date 
Assessment 
Component 

Description 
Weighting 

HL SL 

Junior  
 January – 
May 2016 

Historical Investigation 
Students are required to complete a historical investigation 
into a topic of their choice. 20% 25% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 1 
Source-based paper based on the five prescribed subjects. 
Choose one prescribed subject from a choice of five. Answer 
four structured questions. 

20% 30% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 2  
Essay paper based on the 12 world history topics. Answer 
two essay questions on two different topics. 25% 45% 

HL Only 

Senior May 2017 Paper 3  
For the selected region (History of the Americas) answer 
three essay questions. 

35% N/A 

 
 
 
 



 

                                    Class of 2017 - Group 3: Psychology 

The IB Diploma Programme psychology course is the systematic study of behaviour and mental processes.  Since the psychology course examines the 
interaction of biological, cognitive and sociocultural influences on human behaviour, it is well placed in group 3, individuals and societies.    Students 
undertaking the course can expect to develop an understanding of how psychological knowledge is generated, developed and applied.  This will allow 
them to have a greater understanding of themselves and appreciate the diversity of human behaviour.   
 
The holistic approach reflected in the curriculum, which sees biological, cognitive and sociocultural analysis being taught in an integrated way ensures 
that students are able to develop an understanding of what all humans share, as well as the immense diversity of influences on human behaviour and 
mental processes.  The ethical concerns raised by the methodology and application of psychological research are also key considerations of the IB 
psychology course. 
 

Assessment Outline 
 

Year Date 
Assessment 
Component 

Description 
Weighting 

HL SL 

Senior 
 Sept – Nov 

2016 
Internal Assessment 

A report of a simple experimental study conducted by the 
student. 20% 25% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 1 

In Section A, students answer three compulsory questions 
on part 1 of the syllabus.  
 
In Section B, students answer three questions on part 1 of 
the syllabus. Students choose one question to answer in 
essay form. 

35% 50% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 2  
Students choose two questions to answer in essay form from 
fifteen possible questions from part 2 of the syllabus. 

25% 25% 

HL Only 

Senior May 2017 Paper 3  
Students answer three compulsory questions based on an 

unseen text, covering part 3 of the syllabus. 
20% N/A 

 
 
 
 

                                  



 

Class of 2017 - Group 4: Biology 

Through studying biology, students should become aware of how scientists work and communicate with each other. In all group 4 subjects there is an 
emphasis on a practical approach through experimental work. The group 4 project (which all science students must undertake), mirrors the work of real 
scientists by encouraging collaboration between schools across the regions. The biology course is organized by topics, SL students study six topics and 
HL students study a further five, with some of these taking the first six topics to greater depth. In addition to this, both SL and HL students study two 
out of a choice of seven (at SL) or five (at HL) option topics. There are four basic biological concepts that run throughout: structure & function, 
universality versus diversity, equilibrium within systems and evolution. 

 
The power of scientific knowledge to transform societies is unparalleled. It has the potential to produce great universal benefits or to reinforce 
inequalities and cause harm to people and the environment. In line with the IB mission statement, group 4 students need to be aware of the moral 
responsibility of scientists to ensure that scientific knowledge and data are available to all countries on an equitable basis and that they have the 
scientific capacity to use this for developing sustainable societies. 
 

Assessment Outlines 
          HL              SL  
              

 

 

                                    

Year Date Description 
Overall 

Weighting 

Approximate 
Weighting of 

Objectives 

1+2 3 

Senior 
November 

2016 
Internal 

Assessment 
20% 

Covers 
objectives              

1, 2, 3, and 4 

Senior May 2017 Paper 1 20% 10% 10% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 2 40% 20% 20% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 3 20% 10% 10% 

Year Date 
Descriptio

n 
Overall 

Weighting 

Approximate 
Weighting of 

Objectives 

1+2 3 

Senior 
November 

2016 

Internal 
Assessme

nt 
20% 

Covers 
objectives              

1, 2, 3, and 4 

Senior May 2017 Paper 1 20% 10% 10% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 2 36% 18% 18% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 3 24% 12% 12% 



 

Class of 2017 - Group 4: Chemistry 

Through studying chemistry, students should become aware of how scientists work and communicate with each other. In all of the group 4 subjects 
there is an emphasis on a practical approach through experimental work.  The chemistry course is organized by topics, with SL students having to study 
eleven topics and higher level (HL) students having to investigate nine of these topics to a greater depth. Both SL and HL students are responsible for 
covering two of seven option topics.  
 

The power of scientific knowledge to transform societies is unparalleled. It has the potential to produce great universal benefits or to reinforce 
inequalities and cause harm to people and the environment. In line with the IB mission statement, group 4 students need to be aware of the moral 
responsibility of scientists to ensure that scientific knowledge and data are available to all countries on an equitable basis and that they have the 
scientific capacity to use this for developing sustainable societies. 
 
 

Assessment Outlines 
          HL              SL  
              

 

 
 
 
 

Year Date Description 
Overall 

Weighting 

Approximate 
Weighting of 

Objectives 

1+2 3 

Senior 
January – 

February 2017 
Internal 

Assessment 
20% 

Covers 
objectives              

1, 2, 3, and 4 

Senior May 2017 Paper 1 20% 10% 10% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 2 40% 20% 20% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 3 20% 10% 10% 

Year Date Description 
Overall 

Weighting 

Approximate 
Weighting of 

Objectives 

1+2 3 

Senior 
January – 

February 2017 
Internal 

Assessment 
20% 

Covers 
objectives              

1, 2, 3, and 4 

Senior May 2017 Paper 1 20% 10% 10% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 2 36% 18% 18% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 3 24% 12% 12% 



 

                                   Class of 2017 - Group 4: Physics 

Through studying physics, students should become aware of how scientists work and communicate with each other. The scientific processes carried out 
by the most eminent scientists in the past are the same ones followed by working physicists today and, crucially, are also accessible to students in 
schools. In all group 4 subjects there is an emphasis on a practical approach through experimental work. The group 4 project (which all science students 
must undertake) mirrors the work of real scientists by encouraging collaboration between schools across the regions. The physics course is organized by 

topics; SL students study eight topics and HL students study a further six. In addition to this, both SL and HL students study two out of a choice of seven (at SL) or six (at 
HL) option topics. 
 
The power of scientific knowledge to transform societies is unparalleled. It has the potential to produce great universal benefits or to reinforce 
inequalities and cause harm to people and the environment. In line with the IB mission statement, group 4 students need to be aware of the moral 
responsibility of scientists to ensure that scientific knowledge and data are available to all countries on an equitable basis and that they have the 
scientific capacity to use this for developing sustainable societies. 
 
 

Assessment Outlines 
          HL              SL  
              

 
 

 
 
 

Year Date Description 
Overall 

Weighting 

Approximate 
Weighting of 

Objectives 

1+2 3 

Senior October 2016 
Internal 

Assessment 
20% 

Covers 
objectives              

1, 2, 3, and 4 

Senior May 2017 Paper 1 20% 10% 10% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 2 40% 20% 20% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 3 20% 10% 10% 

Year Date Description 
Overall 

Weighting 

Approximate 
Weighting of 

Objectives 

1+2 3 

Senior October 2016 
Internal 

Assessment 
20% 

Covers 
objectives              

1, 2, 3, and 4 

Senior May 2017 Paper 1 20% 10% 10% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 2 36% 18% 18% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 3 24% 12% 12% 



 

                         A fifth of stuff was in th       Class of 2017 - Group 5: Math Studies  

This course is available at standard level (SL) only. It caters for students with varied backgrounds and abilities. More specifically, it is designed to build 
confidence and encourage an appreciation of mathematics in students who do not anticipate a need for mathematics in their future studies. Students 
taking this course need to be already equipped with fundamental skills and a rudimentary knowledge of basic processes.   
 

The course concentrates on mathematics that can be applied to contexts related as far as possible to other subjects being studied, to common real-
world occurrences and to topics that relate to home, work and leisure situations. The course includes project work, a feature unique within this group 
of courses: students must produce a project, a piece of written work based on personal research, guided and supervised by the teacher. The project 
provides an opportunity for students to carry out a mathematical investigation in the context of another course being studied, a hobby or interest of 
their choice using skills learned before and during the course. This process allows students to ask their own questions about mathematics and to take 
responsibility for a part of their own course of studies in mathematics. 
 
The students most likely to select this course are those whose main interests lie outside the field of mathematics, and for many students this course will 
be their final experience of being taught formal mathematics. All parts of the syllabus have therefore been carefully selected to ensure that an 
approach starting with first principles can be used. As a consequence, students can use their own inherent, logical thinking skills and do not need to rely 
on standard algorithms and remembered formulae. Students likely to need mathematics for the achievement of further qualifications should be 
advised to consider an alternative mathematics course. 
 

Assessment Outline 
 

Year Date 
Assessment 
Component 

Description Weighting 

Senior 
September – 

December  2016 
Internal Assessment 

Project 

The project is an individual piece of work involving the 
collection of information or the generation of measurements, 
and the analysis and evaluation of the information or 
measurements. 

20% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 1 
Students will complete 15 compulsory short-response 
questions based on the whole syllabus. 

40% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 2  
Students will complete 6 compulsory extended-response 
questions based on the whole syllabus. 

40% 

 
 

                              



 

                                   Class of 2017 - Group 5: Math SL 

 

This course caters for students who already possess knowledge of basic mathematical concepts, and who are equipped with the skills needed to apply 
simple mathematical techniques correctly. The majority of these students will expect to need a sound mathematical background as they prepare for 
future studies in subjects such as chemistry, economics, psychology and business administration. 

The course focuses on introducing important mathematical concepts through the development of mathematical techniques. The intention is to 
introduce students to these concepts in a comprehensible and coherent way, rather than insisting on mathematical rigor. Students should wherever 
possible apply the mathematical knowledge they have acquired to solve realistic problems set in an appropriate context. 

The internally assessed component, the exploration, offers students a framework for developing independence in their mathematical learning by 
engaging in mathematical investigation and/or mathematical modeling. Students are provided with opportunities to take a considered approach to 
these activities and to explore different ways of approaching a problem. The exploration also allows students to work without the time constraints of a 
written examination and to develop the skills they need for communicating mathematical ideas. 

 
Assessment Outline 

 

Year Date 
Assessment 
Component 

Description Weighting 

Senior 
September 2016 - 

February  2017 

Internal Assessment 
Mathematical 

Exploration 

The internal assessment in mathematics SL is an individual 
exploration. This is a piece of written work that involves 
investigating an area of mathematics. See Mrs. McNair for 
individual rough draft and final draft due dates. 

20% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 1 

In Section A, students will complete compulsory short-
response questions based on the whole syllabus. In Section B, 
students will complete extended response questions based 
on the whole syllabus.  

40% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 2  

In Section A, students will complete compulsory short-
response questions based on the whole syllabus. In Section B, 
students will complete extended response questions based 
on the whole syllabus. 

40% 

 



 

                                   Class of 2017 - Group 5: Math HL 

This course caters for students with a good background in mathematics who are competent in a range of analytical and technical skills. The majority of 
these students will be expecting to include mathematics as a major component of their university studies, either as a subject in its own right or within 
courses such as physics, engineering and technology. Others may take this subject because they have a strong interest in mathematics and enjoy 
meeting its challenges and engaging with its problems. 
 
The nature of the subject is such that it focuses on developing important mathematical concepts in a comprehensible, coherent and rigorous way. This 
is achieved by means of a carefully balanced approach. Students are encouraged to apply their mathematical knowledge to solving problems set in a 
variety of meaningful contexts. Development of each topic should feature justification and proof of results. Students embarking on this course should 
expect to develop insight into mathematical form and structure, and should be intellectually equipped to appreciate the links between concepts in 
different topic areas. They should also be encouraged to develop the skills needed to continue their mathematical growth in other learning 
environments. 
 
The internally assessed component, the portfolio, offers students a framework for developing independence in their mathematical learning through 
engaging in mathematical investigation and mathematical modeling. Students will be provided with opportunities to take a considered approach to 
these activities, and to explore different ways of approaching a problem. The portfolio also allows students to work without the time constraints of a 
written examination and to develop skills in communicating mathematical ideas. 

 
Assessment Outline 

Year Date 
Assessment 
Component 

Description Weighting 

Senior 
November 2016 - 

February  2017 

Internal Assessment 
Mathematical 

Exploration 

The internal assessment in mathematics SL is an individual 
exploration. This is a piece of written work that involves 
investigating an area of mathematics. See Ms. McNair for 
individual rough draft and final draft due dates. 

20% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 1 

In Section A, students will complete compulsory short-
response questions based on the core syllabus. In Section B, 
students will complete compulsory extended-response 
questions based on the core syllabus. 

30% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 2  

In Section A, students will complete compulsory short-
response questions based on the core syllabus. In Section B, 
students will complete compulsory extended-response 
questions based on the core syllabus. 

30% 

Senior May 2017 Paper 3  
Graphic display calculator required. Students will 

complete compulsory extended-response questions based 

mainly on the syllabus options. 
20% 



 

                                  Class of 2017 -   Group 6: Music 

Through the music course students develop their knowledge and potential as musicians, both personally and collaboratively. Involving aspects of the 
composition, performance and critical analysis of music, the course exposes students to forms, styles and functions of music from a wide range of 
historical and socio-cultural contexts. Students create, participate in, and reflect upon music from their own background and those of others. They 
develop practical and communicative skills which provide them with the opportunity to engage in music for further study, as well as for lifetime 
enjoyment. In the teaching of the music course it should be possible to have groups of students that include both SL and HL students. Through a variety 
of teaching approaches, all students—whether SL or HL—will be encouraged to develop their creative and critical abilities and to enhance their 
appreciation and enjoyment of music. 

 

 

HL & SL Assessment Outline 

Year Date 
Assessment 
Component 

Description Weighting 

Junior- 
Senior 

March 2016 – 
January 2017 

Musical Links 
Investigation (MLI) 

A written media script of no more than 2,000 words, investigating the 
significant musical links between two (or more) pieces from distinct 
musical cultures. 

20% 

Senior May 2017 Listening Paper 
Four musical perception questions.  Section A: Students answer one of 

two questions. Section B: Students answer three of four questions. 
30% 

Additional HL Assessment Outline 

Junior 
May 2016 – 

October 2016 
IA: Creating #1 

Students will complete three pieces of coursework, with recordings and 
written work. 

25% Senior 
September 2016 – 

March 15 2017 
IA: Creating #2 

Senior 
September 2016 – 

March 15 2017 
IA: Creating #3 

Junior-
Senior 

May 2016 – 
January 2017 

IA: Solo Performing 
A recording selected from pieces presented during one or more public 
performance(s), 20 minutes total.   

25% 

Additional SL Assessment Outline 

Senior 
December 2016 

& 
March 2017 

Internal Assessment 
A recording selected from pieces presented during two or more public 
performances, 20–30 minutes 

50% 



 

                                    Class of 2017 - Group 6: Visual Arts  

The impulse to make art is common to all people. From earliest times, human beings have displayed a fundamental need to create, and to 
communicate personal and cultural meaning through art. Visual arts continually open up new possibilities and challenge traditional boundaries. This is 
evident both in the way we make art and in the way we understand what artists from around the world do. Theory and practice in visual arts are 
dynamic and ever-changing, and connect many areas of study and human experience through individual and collaborative production and 
interpretation. 
 
The Diploma Programme visual arts course enables students to engage in both practical exploration and artistic production, and in independent 
contextual, visual and critical investigation. The course is designed to enable students to study visual arts in higher education and also welcomes those 
students who seek life enrichment through visual arts. 
 
Quality work in visual arts can be produced by students at both HL and SL. The aims and assessment objectives are the same for visual arts students at 
both HL and SL. Through a variety of teaching approaches, all students are encouraged to develop their creative and critical abilities and to enhance 
their knowledge, appreciation and enjoyment of visual arts.  The course content for HL and SL may be the same. However, due to the different amount 
of time available for each, students at HL have the opportunity to develop ideas and skills, and to produce a larger body of work, or work of greater 
depth. In order to reflect this, the assessment criteria are differentiated according to option and level. There need be no direct relationship between 
the number of works produced, the time spent on each, and the quality achieved: a high level of performance at either HL or SL can be achieved in both 
a large and small body of work. 

Assessment Outline HL & SL 
 

Year Upload Dates 
Assessment 
Component 

Description Weighting 

Senior 
December 2016 – 

February 2017 
Comparative Study 

Students analyse and compare different artworks by different artists. This 
independent critical and contextual investigation explores artworks, 
objects and artifacts from differing cultural contexts. 

20% 

Senior 
December 2016 – 

February 2017 
Process Portfolio 

Students submit carefully selected materials which evidence their 
experimentation, exploration, manipulation and refinement of a variety of 
visual arts activities during the two-year course. 

40% 

Senior 
December 2016 – 

February 2017 
Internal Assessment: 

Exhibition 

Students at SL submit for assessment a selection of resolved artworks from 
their exhibition. The selected pieces should show evidence of their 
technical accomplishment during the visual arts course and an 
understanding of the use of materials, ideas and practices appropriate to 
visual communication. 

40% 

 
 



 

                                   Class of 2017 – Group 6: Theater 

Theatre is about transformation. It is the application, through play, of energy and imagination to frame, reflect, expose, critique and speculate. The 
Diploma Programme theatre course is designed to encourage students to examine theatre in its diversity of forms from around the world.  
 
The theatre course emphasizes the importance of working individually and as a member of an ensemble. Students are encouraged to develop the 
organizational and technical skills needed to express themselves creatively in theatre. A further challenge for students following this course is for them 
to become aware of their own perspectives and biases and to learn to understand and value those of others. This requires a willingness to understand 
alternative views, to respect and appreciate cultural diversity, and to see the varied role that theatre plays in reflecting these. As a result, the theatre 
course can become a way for students to celebrate the international and intercultural dynamic that inspires and sustains some forms of contemporary 
theatre, while appreciating the specifically local origins that have always given rise to performance, and which, in many parts of the world, still do.  At 
the core of the theatre course lies a concern with clarity of understanding, critical thinking, reflective analysis, effective involvement and imaginative 
synthesis—all of which should be achieved through practical engagement in theatre 
 

Assessment Outline HL & SL 
 

Year Upload Dates 
Assessment 
Component 

Description 
Weighting 

HL SL 

Senior 
March - April 

2017 
Task 1: Solo Theater 

Piece (HL only) 

Students at HL research a theatre theorist they have not previously 
studied, identify an aspect(s) of their theory and create and present a solo 
theatre piece (4–8 minutes) based on this aspect(s) of theory. 

35% N/A 

Senior 
September -

November 2016 
Task 2: Director’s 

Notebook 
Students choose a published play text they have not previously studied 
and develop ideas regarding how it could be staged for an audience. 

20% 35% 

Senior June 2016 
Task 3: Research 

Presentation 

Students plan and deliver an individual presentation (15 minutes 
maximum) to their peers in which they outline and physically demonstrate 
their research into a convention of a theatre tradition they have not 
previously studied. 

20% 30% 

Senior 
November 2016 – 

February 2017 
Task 4: Collaborative 

Project 

Students collaboratively create and present an original piece of theatre 
(lasting 13–15 minutes) for and to a specified target audience, created 
from a starting point of their choice. 

25% 35% 

 
 
 
 
 



 

                                Class of 2017 Theory of knowledge 

The Theory of Knowledge (TOK) requirement is central to the educational philosophy of the Diploma Programme. It offers students the opportunity to 
reflect critically on the diverse Ways of Knowing and on the Areas of Knowledge in order to consider the role and nature of knowledge in their own 
culture and in the cultures of others in the wider world. In addition, it prompts students to be aware of themselves as thinkers, encouraging them to 
become more acquainted with the complexity of knowledge and to recognize the need to act responsibly in an increasingly interconnected but 
uncertain world. As a thoughtful and purposeful inquiry into different Ways of Knowing, and into different kinds of knowledge, TOK is composed almost 
entirely of questions. The most central of these is "How do we know?" 

 
Assessment Outline 

Year Date 
Assessment 
Component 

Description Weighting 

Junior May 2016 Presentation 

Students must deliver one presentation to the class by an individual or a group 

(a maximum of three persons in a group). Approximately 10 minutes per 

student is allowed for the presentation.  Students must also complete a written 

presentation planning document (TK/PPD) for each student. 

10 Marks 

Senior 
November 2016  
– February 2017 

Essay on a  
Prescribed Title 

The essay is on a title chosen from a list of six titles prescribed by the IB for each 
examination session. The prescribed titles will be issued on the OCC in the 
September prior to submission for May session schools. The maximum length for the 
essay is 1,600 word. 

10 Marks 

 
 
Grade 

 
 

Date  

 
 

Important Questions for students and parents to ask about TOK 

12 November Which of the 6 prescribed titles are you thinking of selecting; why that one in particular instead of the others? 

12 November Did you select and post your prescribed title to the Managebac site? 

12 December How much work is done on your essay prior to going into the holiday break? Did you decide to turn it in early and upload it to 
Turnitin.com and to the Managebac site? 

12 January 

 

Did you upload your essay to Turnitit.com, Managebac site, and a hard-copy to your TOK teacher? 

12 January How do you plan on revising your essay taking in to consideration your conference you had with your teacher and looking at 
the rubric and exemplars that have been provided? 

12 February Sit with me and show me how you revised the original essay you turned in January 2nd to the final copy you have now. 
Indicate what score your work reflects in each of the criterion from the rubric. 

12 February Is your final copy uploaded to Turnitin.com and Managebac? Did you upload to IBIS website with Mr. Layson? There are no 
late submissions due to the upload date established with Cardiff. 

 



 

Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) 

The CAS requirement is a fundamental part of the programme that takes seriously the importance of life outside the world of scholarship, providing a 
refreshing counterbalance to academic studies. Students are expected to be involved in CAS activities for the equivalent of at least three hours each 
week during the two years of the programme. Creativity is interpreted broadly to include a wide range of arts activities as well as the creativity 
students demonstrate in designing and implementing service projects.  Activity can include not only participation in individual and team sports but also 
taking part in expeditions and in local or international projects. Service encompasses a host of community and social service activities. Some examples 
include helping children with special needs, visiting hospitals and working with refugees or homeless people. 

Grade 
Date of 

Question 
Important questions for students and parents to ask about CAS 

11 ‘Sept 1 
Have you proposed all of your fall activities and projects on ManageBac for your first CAS interview the first week of 
school? 

11 'Sep 30 Have you conducted your first CAS Interview? 

11 'Nov 15 
Your second CAS interview is set to take place in one month.  Have you already proposed your required project?  If not, 
are you prepared to do so at this coming meeting, as required? 

11 'Dec 7 
Have you set up a meeting for your second CAS interview and reviewed the rubric on the uaiscas.com website to prepare 
for it? 

11 'Dec 22 How did your 2nd CAS interview go?  Has your required CAS project been approved, and when are you starting it? 

11 'Apr 10 
Have you scheduled your third CAS interview to take place this month and reviewed the rubric from the uaiscas.com 
website to prepare for it? 

11 May 20 
How did your 3rd CAS interview go?  What plans do you have to make sure that your CAS experiences are active through 
the summer months, as required by IBO guidelines? 

11 'Jul 6 What experiences are you sustaining for CAS this summer?  Are you current on your CAS reflections? 

12 'Oct 5 
Have you scheduled your 4th CAS interview and reviewed the rubric from the uaiscas.com website that you must bring to 
your advisor?  Is your CAS project completed or near completed, as it should be at this point? 

12 'Feb 15 

Are you beginning to collect all necessary supervisor completion forms, logs (if required by advisors), and have you 
updated your CAS reflections on ManageBac in preparation for your final interview next month?  Make sure your student 
carefully reviews the final rubric on the uaiscas.com website, which will result in a "pass/fail," noting that a failing grade 
automatically results in IB diploma ineligibility. 

12 'Mar 15 Have you scheduled your final CAS interview and reviewed the rubric that you must bring to that meeting? 

12 'Apr 1 Did you receive a passing grade for CAS? 

                                                  



 

The Extended Essay (EE) 

The extended essay is an independent and self-directed piece of research that all students conduct through an in-depth study of a question relating to 
one of the DP subjects, which culminates in a 4,000-word paper. As a required IB component, it provides a practical preparation for the kinds of 
undergraduate research required at the university level. 
 

Grade 
Date of 

Question 
Important questions for students and parents to ask about EE 

11 
Week of 
Oct. 24th  

What two subjects are you considering to do for your EE? What is your rationale for those? Did you read the subject specific 
guidelines to make sure your selection and potential research question is in alignment?  If you are considering one of the 
sciences, did you have your sit-down meeting yet with forms filled in?  

11 Nov. 4th  Did you submit your Topic of Interest form to Mrs. Yeokum by 2:11 pm today?  

11 
w/o         
Nov. 
14th 

Did you sign-up to meet with your EE supervisor November 28 – December 7th?  

11 Dec. 7th 

Did you meet with your supervisor for conference #1? Show me your to-do list that must be completed before your next 
meeting? How do you plan on accomplishing these tasks with your current school workload, CAS, and home responsibilities?  
Tell me specifically how you plan to create and maintain your Research Reflection Space (RRS).  

11 w/o         
Jan. 9th  

Did you sign-up to meet with your EE supervisor January 23-31/February 1-10, 2016? Show me what you have completed 
from your to-do list so far to verify you are ready for it.  

11 Feb. 
10th 

Did you meet with your supervisor for conference #2? Show me your to-do list that must be completed before your next 
meeting? How do you plan on accomplishing these tasks with your current school workload, CAS, and home responsibilities?   

11 Feb. 20th  
Did you print out your rubric and ready for your rubric training with Mrs. Yeokum Feb. 24 and 27 during lunch? What lunch 
are you packing since you will not have time to buy it?  

11 
w/o         
Mar. 
13th 

Did you sign-up to meet with your EE supervisor March 27-31/April 17-28, 2016? Show me what you have completed from 
your to-do list so far to verify you are ready for it. 

11 Apr. 
28th 

Did you meet with your supervisor for conference #3? Show me your to-do list that must be completed before your next 
meeting? How do you plan on accomplishing these tasks with your current school workload, CAS, and home responsibilities?   

11 Apr. 13 -
May 1 

Science EEs Only: Did you turn in your required scientific procedure for your EE to your science teacher? 



 

11 May 1st 
Did you sign-up to meet with your EE supervisor May 15-June 2nd? Show me what you have completed from your to-do list so 
far to verify you are ready for it. 

11 May 26 Science EEs only: Have you scheduled your summer experiment meeting at UAIS with your science teacher? 

11 June 2nd  
Did you meet with your supervisor for conference #4? Show me your to-do list that must be completed before your next 
meeting? How do you plan on accomplishing these tasks and have your quality draft ready for submission the first day of 
school?  What is your plan to complete your EE research and complete your full rough draft in time for school to start? 

11 July 1st 
Show me what you have accomplished since you left for the summer. What else do you need to do to make progress on your 
EE? How do you intend to go about this and what is your timeline along with your college essays and applications?  

11 
Aug. 1st 

 

Show me what you have accomplished since July 1st. What else do you need to do to make progress on your EE? How do you 
intend to go about this and meet the UAIS deadline?  

11 Sept.  4th  Show and verify for me a printout of your quality draft, the checklist, the upload to Managebac, and to Turnitin.  

12 Sept. 5th  Your official EE quality draft along with the checklist is due today.  Have you turned this in to Mrs. Yeokum? 

12 
w/o         

Sept. 
11th  

Did you sign-up to meet with your EE supervisor September 25th – October 6th?  

12 Oct. 6th  Have you completed your official quality draft conference with your EE supervisor so that you can receive your draft back in 
time to work on and submit the final draft which is due on a specific date in November (as indicated by supervisor)? 

12 Nov. 30th  Have you turned in your 1 copy of your final draft of your EE to your supervisor and uploaded to MB and TIN to be officially 
graded? 

12 w/o         
Dec. 18th  

Did you sign-up to meet with your EE supervisor January 3rd – 12th for your viva voce?  

12 Jan. 15th  Have you completed your EE viva voce interview and signed your official IB coversheet, both of which officially completes 
your EE experience? 

 
 



 

                                   Class of 2017 College Counseling Deadlines 

The UAIS Counseling Department provides a comprehensive college counseling program for students in grades 9-12.  The questions below will help 

your student stay on track with the some key requirements of the college application process.  Additionally, students/parents receive a detailed 

timeline in the spring of the junior year.  Counselors are always available to answer questions and assist families with the college process.  Please 

contact Ms. Jennifer Ackerman (586) 797-3164 or Jennifer.Ackerman@UticaK12.org   

 

Grade 
Date of 

Question 
Important questions for students and parents to ask about the college process 

11 'Aug 1 Have you created a Common App account? 

11 'Oct 10 Have you submitted your payment via payschools for the PSAT if you elected to take it? 

11 'Jan 1 Have you registered for a weekend ACT (actstudent.org) and/or SAT (collegeboard.org)? 

11 'Mar 1 Have you considered registering for SAT subject tests? 

11 'Jun 1 Did you submit the parent/student questionnaire to your counselor via email? 

11 'Jun 1 Did you request (in person) letters of recommendation from junior year math, science, English, social studies, or world language teacher(s) 
and send them your LORI form, parent and student questionnaires via email? 

11 'Jul 1 Have you registered for an appointment at the College Essay Day workshop in August? 

11 'Jul 1 Did you create a Parchment account (parchment.com) for sending your high school transcripts in the fall? 

12 'Sep 1 Have you identified the application and scholarship deadlines for the schools to which you are applying? 

12 'Sep 1 Have you contacted ACT/SAT to have your official scores sent directly to each college? 

12 'Sep 1 Have you signed up to meet with college reps visiting UAIS? 

12 'Oct 1 Did you check to see if the CSS Profile is required at the school(s) you are applying to?  When is it due? 

12 'Dec 1 Did you apply for a FAFSA pin at pin.ed.gov? 

12 'Feb 1 Did you complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at fasfa.ed.gov? 
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Other Elements & Deadlines 

 

Grade 
Date of 

Question 
Important questions for students and parents to ask about other important deadlines 

11 Jan 15 
Have you decided to take any AP exams this year, perhaps the AP English Literature test, for additional college credit?  If so, please speak 

with Mrs. Newell for registration information. 

11 June 1 
Have you sat down with Mr. Layson to discuss your classes and level options (HL or SL) for senior year? Please login to your ManageBac 

account and show me your plan page. 

12 Sep 10 Have you received the IB Exam Verification Form from Mr. Layson that I have need to sign in order for you to get your official invoice? 

12 Sep 20 
Did you turn in your ManageBac Exam Verification form to Mr. Layson?  You should have received your invoice for your May IB exams that 

we both need to sign and return with the necessary payment.  May I see it? 

12 Oct 31 Did you receive your IB registration summary and receipt for exam fees from Mr. Layson? May I have the receipt for our records? 

12 Nov 1 
This is your last chance to verify that all of your classes and levels are correct.  Will you please verify these one more time, because if there 

are any changes it will cost us an amendment fee? 

12 Jan 15 
Have you decided to take any AP exams, in addition to your IB exams, this May for additional college credit?  If so, please speak with Mrs. 

Ackerman for registration information. 

12 Mar 10 Did you receive information in the following areas regarding IB exams? 1) Transportation Waiver 2) Personal Exam Calendar 

12 May 1 Have you emailed Mr. Layson with the college you are attending next year, so that he can insure your IB scores will be forwarded on time? 

12 July 6 
Today is the big day! Please use your IB information and PIN that Mr. Layson gave to you back in March to access your IB exams scores and 

diploma status! 

 

 


